
How to limit the number of words typed in a textbox using javascriptLast Updated Wednesday, 25 June 2008In this example we are going to create a function that will check the length of a html textarea element and dynamically update two span tags. The tags will display the number of words remaining and the number of words type. Note that this function will not count the characters typed, but only the words.  If the length exceeds the specified limit, then a message box will be displayed, and no furthur text can be entered in the textarea.Here is the javascript function that we will call on to check the number of words.
{code type="javascript"}

//Alter this variable depending on how many words you want to limit the textarea to.
var maxwords = 120;

function check_length(obj, cnt, rem)
{
    var ary = obj.value.split(" ");
    var len = ary.length;
    cnt.innerHTML = len;
    rem.innerHTML = maxwords - len;
    if (len > maxwords) {
        alert("Message in '" + obj.name + "' limited to " + maxwords + " words.");
        ary = ary.slice(0,maxwords-1);
        obj.value = ary.join(" ");
        cnt.innerHTML = maxwords;
        rem.innerHTML = 0;
        return false;
    }
    return true;
}
 
{/code}
 Here is what the textarea and the message span (s) look like. <textarea name="textBox1" onkeypress=" return check_length(this, document.getElementById('count_number_words'), document.getElementById('show_remaining_words'));"></textarea><br><font color="black">Word count:</font><font color="red">    <span id="count_number_words">0</span></font><br><font color="black">Words remaining: </font><font color="red">    <span id="show_remaining_words">120</span></font> 
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